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- An Act for the better Prevention of Offencés. . -
e C [3d-Ju{?/j1851.]

¢ %7 HEREAS it is expedient to make forther Proi?isio”li_'fpr
¢ 7 the Prevention of Burglery and other Offences in tha
° Night:” Be it enacted by the Queen’s most Excellent Ma-
jesty, by and with the Advice and Consent of the Lords
virttual and Temporal, and Cornmons, in ihig Present Parliz-

ent “assembled, and by the Authority of the sane, as follows :

That T _ : R

Any Person L If any Person shall be found by Night ar
found TNl Gancerons or offensive Weagon or {nstrument w
Tntent to break lntent to break or enter into an
into any House, Building whatsoever and to commit ary Felony thevein; ‘or if
ﬁ”iu.g";;‘;g;%’ any Person shall be foung by Night having in his Possession
sion Imple- * ~ Without Iawfnl Exenss (the Proof of which Bxcuse shal] Jdie on
ments of House- gyzch Person) aay Picklocl Eey, Crow, Jack, Bit, or clher

med with aziy
batsogver with
y Dwelling House or ‘other

gg;“lﬁ:’i‘ f_"ﬂ"_y Tmplement of Housebreaking, or if’ any Persoy shall be found
meanor, - . by Night having his Face blackened "or otherwise disguised,
i with Intent o commit any Felony, ov if any Persén shall ba
found by Night in any Dwelling House or other Buildins
whatsoever with Intent o commit any Felony therein, every
such Offender ghall he guilty of g HMisdemeanor, and being
convicted thereof shall b Lishle at the Discretion of the Court
to be imprisoned, with op withont Fard Labour, for any Terp
7ot exceeding Three Years, ' L
Any Person 1 Ir any Person shall ha convicted of any such Misdo.
corvicled of 4 eanor ag afovesaid committed aftep i
stch Misde-

& previous Conviction,
meanor after o, Either for Felony or such Misdemeanor g aforesaid, such Per.
previous Con-  gop shall on such subséquent Conviction be lLiable, at the Dis-
]‘;;*“:’1223;‘ - cretion of the Comnt, o be transported beyond the Seas for wxy
Mi'sjdeméém[., Term not less than Seven Years and not excesting Ten Yeais;
Zuilty of Misde: op imprisoned, with or without Hard Labour, for any Tefm
meanorn, &e, 4 exceeding Three Years_; and in any Indictment for ‘B
gizziéii_h' Misdemeanar committed afier & previous Conviction as afore-

ST gaid it shall be sufficient to state that the Offen

der wag 4ty
certain Time and FPlace convicted of Felony or Misdemenanios
against « The Aot for the better Prevention of Offenices, 185 1,»
{as the Cage may be,) without otberwise__desb;?ibigtlg' the previous

Certificate of  Felony or Misdemeanor; and 4 Certificate contaming the Sup-
brevious Con- 4 omce and Effect énly omitting the formal Part) of the Indiet-

vicilon, 5 - . - : . . - .

S ment and Convietion for “the previous Felony or Misderneanor,

¢ purporting to be signed by the Clerk of the Court or other

cer having the Custody of the Records of the Court wherg

the Offender wag first convicted, or by the Deputy of such

Clerk or Officer, (for which Certificate 5 Fee of Hive Shillings

! shall, upon” Proof of
the Tdentity of the Person of the Offender, be snfficient Evi-

dence of the Firgt Convietion, without Proof of the Signatire
e or
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i i igned the
o official Character of the Person appearing to have sig
or o -

R T Provision Persons using
saxne. éxpedient to make furthe

o 3 ] L rm .Or Otber hloro u:zl},&c.
ill é‘“(’ W}etea 1t 18 Chl 2
f N he P Shﬂ]ﬁnb Of :E ersons uSlllg Ch Oroio : d

[ {¢) 't, jHk B 11 Oraer 1o cont=

; i tter to enable them to com- mit & Felony,
¢ stupifying ‘Thxgngg ﬂtorgﬁzcﬁg,b;hat,if any Person ;hﬂns}:lg" ;a’;:;ty of Fe-
¢ mit Fel_omes: £ d?njnisfer, or attempt to apply or af mmi) the;
lawfully &PPIY'DII;ﬂson any Chloroform, Laudanumi) ‘01; Sy
b any other veé}; owering Drug, Matter, or hT %t;sdn .
%t%cpggutl}%erggy (’Zo ;aliiable such Oﬁeﬁdg%,z; g;_y 00:- :;'h er Person

nteny i p st sne i e k
commiit, or W,lth Inif‘gltbg;? isxlfi'y such Offender Sh]j‘il‘nbl};e :‘;?%EZ
in commxtsmg,d a?e'.mn. convicted thereof shall be,ifau o, 54 o
of Felony, a? the Coirt, to be transported for Life 0d hinend
Discretion 10‘:'""'than Seven Years, or to be 1mprlsond§B; o
'T?é;m io%lz?:i Labour, for any Term 7ot exceeding \
withou .

S : . _ ; Provision Pérsqr}s:.ir?ﬂict:-
Years. . .. etk lient to make fm‘t}_lel: R fng grievous
veas 15 15 expedient 1o 1y e nacted, ing grievou:
i 3 gl of e K e e G
¢ ior tne fu o ; lavwfall and ma T o ¢ and
That if_an;_y’ )Persoﬁ 'S&i& Ii::ith or Zvith'ouﬁ any Weapon dor II.l_ ﬁ;ﬁ:a:om'rh_reé‘
ﬂny Other I 61’5_033 - ns bOdﬂy }I&l‘lﬂ; or _un‘-a’“’funy an :I-tslioh Years Fropri-
strument, any g?evgr ‘wound any other Person, every eted SRt
ciously. cut, ;Eﬂu’\uﬁty of a Misdemeanor, and _beélg Cff’n‘j;) be
Oﬁleﬁder'sjlﬁ;b 'eligable at the Discretion of the 011% o o
ke, with o without Harl Labows for aiy. Teom 508 eorepmt
1mpr1?é(fn€id%rh‘i_ ee Years: Provided however, tllli%_:%m v%ons of Sect. 20, of
excesding d or taken to repesl . . 10G. 4 e 24
- . e (eemed or lagen ; : 1 ool T
contatned sha'l 1?;; %zction of the Act passed in the g emi‘loith
oy hTWE}EIiIty;Emo‘E His late Majesty King George the ’ -
of the Reig _ P O th Trial oF
Chapter Thirty-four. 1 of any Indictment for any Felonyﬁ g:;f,:[:dictm’ept
¥-V. If upon the Tria where the Indictment shall say Tndievns
E V. " Murder or Manslanghter, w ere th ind any Person, outiing, fo. the
olege that the Defondant il aut, stab, or wound ilty of the Turyudyacqult
allege that the De tisfied that the Deferdant is guilty o but of the Felony,
e bl o ronadiag chayged o such o 2nd it
Qu-tt-ing’-m?bép T that the Defendant is " guilty of Elbasg o et e,
the nociji 'Satlse}i Indictment, then and 3PFef er}’--*”ﬁd‘ find him
cba'rge, n st L L : .t. f such eiony, ar__‘ g e
B he Defendant oL su .. . d there-
iy of iy g, g o voui s
guty o fendant shall be liable o be punished in 1 for the
zpon, ngc}r’i:{'Ii?fe{;eel”1 hztl béen convieted upon aﬁ_‘ln&lctment 1o L
- Ma a . maing, -
Manner nor of cuiting, stabbing, or woun ﬁcigo usly put, place, Personswilfilly
Misdemeanor sson shall wilfally and malicionsly Stone. or Placing Waod,
V1, If any Person sl ¢ o Railway any WQQCL. wtoae, &c. on Rail-
st, or throw upon or across any Ra lly and maliciously take ways, taking vp
c?}sfj OMaiifef or Thing, or shall IW%?;- J r, or other Matter or Rails, &, -
otner b . Rail 1eeper, ' 0 L Lid i surning Ma-
up, Temove, or displace sf’}gilway’ or shall wilfully and mali- teehe or
’, belongine to any Ll RS r other Machmel"y showingSignals,
dhing ‘be oy or divert any Pomt.S o id imaliciously &o.,with Intent
ciously tﬂrﬂs_m‘?‘e’ﬁaﬂmy, or shall wilfully and maliciously &e.,
helonging to aby: -

L IR to commit Ina
T ie ! - r . :
1 © Témove, any Signal or L]ght hpon . or juries to Rail-
ake of show, hide or rémove, any DI near
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way orendanger negr fq any Railway, or shall wilfully apd maliciously do “or
_f;e Sefety of  ose 0 be done any other Maiter op Thing, with Tntent, in

ersons, guilty " 24 ) > van
of Felony, -~ auy of the Clases aforesaid, to ob_struct,‘ upset, overthrow, mjure,
: or destroy any Engine, Tender, Carriage, or Truck using sucly
Railway, or to endanger the Safety of any Pergon travelling gy
being mpon such Railway, every such Oftender. shall be guilty
of Felony, and being convicted thereof shall be liable, at the
Discretion of the Court, to0 be transported beyond the Seas for
the Term of his naturg] Life or ‘for any Term not less than
Seven Years, or to he imprisoned, with op without Hard Labour,
for any Term not exceeding Three Years, ' '

VIL If any Person shall wilfully and maliciounsly cast, throw,
o0d,&e. npon 1. (o sa to fall or sirike againgt, into, or upon any Engine,

Parsons casting

. R '1 - . - -
%Izriﬂ;e“::i{h ender, Carriage, or Trnck used upon any Railway, any Wood,
Intent to en-  Stone, or other Matter or Thing, ‘with Intent.to endanger the
danger the . )

Safety of any Person being in or upbon such Bapine, Tender,
Safety of any . 2 =} :
Person theréin, Carriage, or Truck,. every such Offender shall be guilty of
to be guilty of Felon , and being convicted thereof shall he liable, af the

Felony, & Diserotion of the Court, 1o be transported beyond the Seas for
the Term of his natural Life or for any Term not less than
Seven Yeuars, or to he imprisoned, with or without Hard Labonr,
for any Term not exceeding Three Years, - , :
Any Person VIL If any Person shall wilfully and maliciously set fira

wilfolly setting  ¢o any Station, Engine House, Wazchouse, or other Building
i@%‘?&fﬁf@f belonging or ap erfaining to any Railway, Dock, Canal, or
guilty of ¥e-  Other N avigation, every such Peorson shall he guilty of Felony,

Tony. and being convicted thereof shall be liable, at the Discretion

Term ot exceeding Three Years; and if any Person ghafl
wilfully and maliciously set fire 4o any Goods or Chattels being
in any Building, the setting fire 4o which is made Felony by
this or any other Act of Parliament, every such Offender shall
be guilty of Felony, and being convicted thereof shall be liable,
at the Disaretion of the Court, to be transported beyond the
Seas for any Term not exceeding Ten Years nor Jess than
Seven Years, or to be imprisoned, with op without Hard Labour,
for any Term not exceeding Three Years, o

Uponthe Triat *~ IX. © And wheress Frovision is made in g certain Act of Par~

of Persons for ¢ ooy passed in the Twelfth Year of the Reign of Her pre-
subsequent Of. 3 . ‘

Tences under N !
thel2&13 Vier. ¢ Laws i England and Trelang relative to Larceny ond other

©.1L and this < ‘Offences  conmecied therewizh, and algg in this Act, for the
Actthe previoys A . ] :

E,O;: ::;?;]dnt? ¢ certain Offences after One o more previous Conviction or
the Jury or ict i

ﬁ;iﬁ;iﬁﬁf:}'ter ¢ to define the Time of charging the Jury to inguire as 1o such
s Verdict of ¢ previons Conviction op Convictions ¥ Bg 11 enacted, That it
Suilty of the  ghall 7104 he lawful on the Trial of any Person for any subse-
subscquent Of: quent Offence, where g Pleg of Not Guilty shall ‘have heen

fence, unless
’ entered

14 & 15 Vier,
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. . 3 the Defendant
‘entercd on his Behalf, to charge the Jury to inguire concerning gives Evidence
entere

| .any previous vietl il they shall have inguired concern- ¢ eoad Cha-
i onviction until they sha ! ‘1 )

" ing such Subse(;uent Offence, and shall have found such Person ,acgter

i.' g P

i ; and whenever in any Indictment any pre-~
%?gggéisifz%aﬂ be stated :135‘153 al:ieadmg fgfeizgéi. S];?E;I%zlaf
by i 1nding ag & :
i defeﬁ%de I'_lli?ilatf).tfe;i;df’erson fgor any such subsquj.eﬁl}:
e uponaf resaid such Person shall give Hvidence o fs
O G to it shall be lawful for thq Proseentor, in ansviqor
B e _er; Evidence of the Conviction of such Pe;‘s&nﬂt
theref:O, o ggﬂ’ence or Offences, before such Verdict of rlniﬂy
tgz}lpllfa‘fégu]nfeen returned, and the Jury shi.]%c ﬂg%ﬁ: Cfgz thagt
. 1 iet onvictions &
i iy Conzﬂglsu(:igubsequent Offence. hond Aty Persn
they mqmgeaﬁo}?; ?a.wful for any Person whatsoever to apprjaie; L ey apprebend
XP Its who shall be found committing any Off%n(l:ie a.; st ﬁ:{;ﬁ? aom-
any Person { this Aci, and to convey him or de tfeb A0 mitting Oftaces
e o G ?)} r other Peace Officer, in order fo ]115. em% o
o SomeaGt;zsstiaoneag conveniently may be, hefore a Justice o ,tylf;;zefm s a
conveyed, : ) be =
e Fo b Bl L I LT, vt
ot o et OP os found committing indictable wey appreher
: OldT a.pp_rehen,d eIEO dy thereof be it enacted, That i,y indict-
A e F%r sgi}vgatsoever to apprehend any a.]‘?le }?S”gx:c:;&n
o 13:Wfﬂli {;01' %Illly];d irc?mmitting any indictable Offence zo‘;ve;ath;m‘
O d 1?0 convey him or deliver him to some Cmé- before & Tastice.
o S ag Officer, in order to his being eonveyed,
bl or Ot(]’jlslive}??gl?tly may,be, before a Justice of the Peace, |
as BOOL a8 CO tl; . -
i L a;czig];lgﬁ;%é‘ag be apprehended under the iﬁii’ger;o;:; ..
brovisons of thia A ball assanlt or offer any Violence to *T-T&7 - o
Dy Lo o § ; ed to apprebend or detain him, or aPP“"hePf h;fn;
e o o a‘uznm}:izs Aid and Assistance? every .such g&;g eg:;:aior.
Offond PEH‘S(mb ath?lgt of a Misdemeanor, and bezqg convmteg
et Shabllb eh'g;ul]csle};o be imprisoned, with or withou Har
B e s Term. not exceeding Three Years. - : 2 The Night n
Labour, for aﬂ%‘- ee* at which the Night shall commence }B;DH gty
i l(%lﬁ‘ ce against the Provisions of this Act sha ihis Act, o be
conclude in any Offenc {gB & i Ao e
ot H:i[’(‘}asism(:)ionsmé%r a,?;y Offence against the P;'o— Costs Oxfst-
o i d ti(?seshall be lawful for the Court before which secntio 3
T thé? Az ;];a.ll be prosecuted or tried to allow ]Et‘h? Ex-
e % eillfl’ﬁosecution in all respects as in Cases of Felon " Notsing n s
Xy Gth bhing i this Act contained shall be deemed to repeal Yotting fn th
XV. Nothing 1131? the Kifth of George the Fourth,‘ Chapte(}é 56 4 oty
ey 'Pat'tuled An Aet for the Punishment of idle an
E’lghfiym;;u;z;;;ln; and Rogues and Vegabonds }Z:;ﬂ z‘ﬁézz.‘ 1{:%;; g{
et Boiiai 1o Person s el
Erl‘eat }?ﬁzszoiaf}fg iﬁiﬁlgﬁ’eggz both under the said last-
e Pl}ms V - Act. to extend
me%t\l??e(}ﬂéﬁfg %nu?ﬁlizrlﬁfshaﬂ extend to Scotland. CAP. gogcothnd‘
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